BISMARCK

policy is mentioned. Our prescription for every evil is
to throw ourselves upon the neck of Count Buol and to
pour out our brotherly heart to him. When I was in
Paris a certain count sued for a divorce after having
caught his wife, formerly a circus-rider, in flagmnte de-
licto for the twenty-fourth time; he was held up to the
admiration of the court by his lawyer as an example of a
gallant and indulgent husband, but his magnanimity is
nought compared with ours in regard to Austria.

'Our domestic relations suffer scarcely more from
their own defects than they do from the painful and uni-
versal feeling of our loss of reputation abroad and the
totally passive part played by our policy. We are a vain
nation; we feel hurt directly we cannot swagger, and
much, even in regard to our pockets, is forgiven and per-
mitted a government which gives us importance abroad.
But while we are compelled to say with regard to home
matters that we rather expel by our own healthy humours
the diseases with which our ministerial physicians inoculate
us than are healed and guided to a wholesome regime by
them, we seek in vain for some consolation in foreign
affairs. You, my most respected friend, are well acquainted
with our policy; can you name a single aim that our poli-
ticians have set themselves or even a plan followed for a
few months ? Even granted a position of affairs, do they
know what they really want ? Is there any one in Berlin
with that knowledge, and do you think that a like void of
positive aims and ideas is to be found in the leaders of
any one other state? Can you moreover name a single
ally upon whom Prussia could count if war came this
very day or who would speak in our behalf in matters

that touch us nearly, like the NeucMtel business, or who
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